PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF THE ROSES
March / April 2025

Upcoming Events

03/08—Presbyterian Women, 10am
03/12—Lenten Bible Study Begins, 7pm
03/13—PW Quilting, 10am

03/15—PCOR Men’s Group, 8:15am
03/16—Boomers Blessing Bags, after service
03/20—Z0OO0M Book Club, 2:30pm
03/25—Session Meets, 7pm
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04/05—Sacred Space, 5pm / Boomers Kenya
Fundraiser, 3pm

04/10—PW Quilting, 10am

04/12—Presbyterian Women, 10am

04/17—Z0OO0OM Book Club, 2:30pm / Maundy Thursday
Supper, 5:30pm

04/18—Good Friday Concert, 7pm

04/19—PCOR Men’s Group, 8:15am

04/20—Easter Sunday Service, 10am

04/22—Session Meets, 7pm












Presbyterian Church of the Roses was blessed to have Peggy Preacely as guest preacher to begin Black History
Month on February 1. Peggy is a civil rights activist from Long Beach whose history includes being arrested as a teen
for sitting at a lunch counter, being a Freedom Rider and

marching with Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. She is a com-

munity organizer, author and poet who has written two

books. Her sermon was inspirational and laced with po-

etry from some of Peggy’s favorite hymns.

Those attending worship on Sunday, February 8 heard

the first public performance of “In Quiet” composed by

Robert Howard Ott and arranged for handbells by Nick

Rankin. It was exquisitely performed by Bellissimo un-

der the direction of Jessie Arriola. If you would like to

hear more of this comforting music you can go to the

website www.roberthowardmusic.com and listen to pi-

ano music from “Sound Offering.”

Lent beginning on Ash Wednesday is a time of repentance and
reflection. Ashes are an ancient symbol of repentance and the
placing of ashes on the forehead is a traditional part of Ash
Wednesday services. Our Ash Wednesday service will begin at
5:30 pm. The 40 days of Lent reminds us of the time Jesus went
into the wilderness to pray. The Worship Committee encour-
ages daily devotions to lead us in prayer and reflection as we
all try to align our thoughts and priorities with our understand-
ing of God’s will.
We received a few devotions from members of the congrega-
tion to share. Look for them in this and possibly future issues
of Rose Clippings. Following is a devotion Jessie Arriola offered
at the last meeting of the Worship Committee.
Philippians 4:4-7
Rejoicing focused in the Lord is perpetual, not episodic or sea-
sonal. More than urging a rejoicing about the Lord, the rejoic-
ing is done in the presence of the Lord. In the Lord is where we
can safely rejoice. Rejoicing is not a naive denial of hardship.
Nor is it slapping a happy face on every moment of the day.
Rejoicing in the Lord takes the shape of being gentle to every-
one because the Lord is near and present. Rejoicing in the Lord
can be living without anxiety because God is not distant. God
attends to prayers and supplications and thus rejoicing in-
cludes making known our requests to God.
And, the call to rejoice always in the Lord is guarded by the
peace of God. When hearts are disturbed and joy muted, the
peace of God generates rejoicing. When our minds reach their limits, the peace of God quiets our anxiety and makes
room for rejoicing.
God, grant us your peace and quiet our hearts and minds so that we may flourish in rejoicing. Amen.
Holy Week, beginning Palm Sunday, April 13, will have worship services on Maundy Thursday evening and Good Fri-
day afternoon as well as the Good Friday concert at 7:30 pm.
Charlotte Finney, Chair



PCOR is excited to offer a special evening program for kids ages 4-11 this summer! It’s the perfect opportunity for children
to learn about the Bible, explore their faith, and make new friends in a fun and engaging environment.

Dates: Tuesday, 7/8 — Thursday, 7/10
Time: 5:30 PM - 7:30 PM
Cost: 520 per child (max $50 per family)
Includes: Exciting activities, Bible lessons focused on "Fruits of the Spirit," and dinner each night!

Sign up today! Registration is quick and easy at www.myvbs.org/pcor.

For questions, contact Jill Bryant. We can't wait to see your little ones there!

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

The Personnel Committee is pleased to let you know that we have hired Teddy Neyman to be our Director of Children and
Youth. Both the Personnel committee and Christian Education com-
mittee interviewed Teddy and are excited to hire her in this new posi-
tion. Teddy has already started volunteering in the Sunday school
class. She has been working alongside Judy Clark and the other Sun-
day school volunteers. She is getting to know the children and teen-
agers as well as being familiar with the Sunday school curriculum.

Teddy works at the Rose Bud Preschool for the past year as one of
their teachers. The Rosebud Preschool has been short staffed and
many staff have been out sick this winter so she will officially start her
paid position in June. She is enjoying getting to know the children and
is excited about the opportunity to be our Director of Children and
Youth. Teddy and her fiancé Fred ... recently joined Church of the
Roses, you will see them nearly every Sunday at worship.


www.myvbs.org/pcor

Church and World

Montgomery High School (MHS) Breakfast Program: Thanks to our Breakfast Angels for keeping our MHS students happy
and nourished every school day! We are still distributing between 50-
60 breakfast burritos per day—now with a turkey sausage option. We
are supportive to the students with the challenge of the potential of
MHS being closed. We are awaiting the City of Santa Rosa School Dis-
trict's decision on which schools will be closed by the end of February.
The Program is being challenged with increased egg costs. Please
know we always accept donations for the breakfast program. We do
need more volunteers, especially for Wednesdays and alternates for
Mondays through Fridays. Please call the church and speak to Raven
if you can help: (707) 542-4272.

Thank you for your continued contributions to the Cents-Ability collec-
tion baskets in the Narthex and Campbell Court on the second Sun-
day of every month. The collection is for the Presbytery Hunger Fund.
We are able to keep 25 percent of the contributions which will go to-
ward the Montgomery High School Breakfast fund. We submitted an
application for a Hunger Task Force Cents-Ability Grant for $5000 on
January 12, 2025.

As an Earth-Care Congregation, we continue to mentor and learn
how to be better stewards of our planet. An application was submitted
on January 17, 2025 to be recertified as an Earth-Care Congregation.

Earth Day is April 22, 2025!

The Committee received a thank you for our $500 donation to the Black Mountain Presbyterian Church in North Carolina
after the Hurricane Helene disaster.

The Committee sent a Fire Relief Donation of $500 to the Pacific Palisades Presbyterian Church which was destroyed in
the Los Angeles fires last month.

We were honored to have Peggy Preacely participate in church service on February 2nd to celebrate Black History Month. Ms.
Preacely is an icon of the Civil Rights Movement, a Freedom Rider, active member of Student Non-Violent Coordinating Com-
mittee, and worked with John Lewis and Julian Bond. Ellen and Chris Bowen graciously hosted lunch at their home so commit-
tee members could talk further with Peggy Preacely. | personally left our visit feeling so much more hopeful on hearing her call
for kindness and peaceful activism. Norm Smith received a call from Ms. Preacely requesting a copy of our church's sermon
she gave on February 2", as she had received word that she is receiving a recognition award from the Southern Califor-
nia senators for her continual work and message for everyone's rights.

SAVE THE DATE: John Creager of the United Methodist
Church group, Smooth Stones, will be doing an informal
presentation on “conversations” of the Against Violence Pro-
ject and what you can do, on Sunday, March 9th, 11:15 AM
after service in the Rose Room.

There will be 18 congregants and their family or friends attending
the Mission to ByGrace Children's Home in Kenya in June 7-
21, 2025! Airline tickets have been secured. Dennis Darrow and
DJ Kellam will be leading a Mission Rummage Sale in Bowen Hall
on Saturday, April 5th, 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM. They will be collecting
gently-used items to sell a few days prior to the event. Watch for a
Go-Fund-Me notification set up by Joshua Lim. Please feel free to
donate to the cause, as we will be paying for supplies and materi-
als for the new building project of a new dorm room at the chil-
dren's home.

The next Special Offering will be One Great Hour of Sharing.
The collection will be on Easter Sunday, April 20, 2025.

Our current membership includes Anita Pinney, Jonathan
Steele, Chris Rhodes, Norm Smith, Pat Silva, Pastor Cindy,
Guy Cottle (ad hoc) and myself. This Committee meets by Zoom
on the second Thursday (new day of the week) of every month at
6:00 P.M. Please let us know if you would like to join our commit-
tee! If interested or have ideas on local missions or earth-care ac-
tivities, please contact Rhonda Darrow at rdarrow@pacbell.net or
(707) 481-4743.

Prayers for World Peace,
Rhonda Darrow, Chair (2023-2025)






Our Rosebuddies have been busy little bees—
literally! They’'ve been diving into books and songs
about friendship and the meaning of Valentine’s
Day while creating heartfelt cards for their friends
and family. The best part? Watching their excite-
ment as they deliver their

masterpieces to their friends’ mailboxes with big
smiles!

As we inch closer to spring, we're gearing up for
one of our favorite units—bugs! Ladybugs, bees,
butterflies... oh my! Spring is the perfect season
for our little explorers to do what they do best—
discover the wonders of nature all around them.

A few important dates to keep in mind: Spring Break is just around the corner, and
we will be closed from March 17th-21st. And don’t forget about our much-
anticipated Easter celebration on April 19th! It’s always a joyful time for families to

come together, craft, play games, and, of course, hunt for eggs.

We can’t wait to share more of the fun and learning ahead with everyone. Here’s to

a season
full of curiosity, adventure, and lots of sunshine!

Amber Ashworth-Hix

LENTEN BIBLE STUDY
“Hosana! A Journey Through Holy Week”

Led by Linda Burille

Starts Wednesday, March 12th at 7pm

Guides available soon

Thanks to PCOR for
providing a new washer/
dryer for the preschool!







We had an amazing time at Church of the Roses for Deacons Buddy Day on
March 2nd! After the service, a large crowd gathered to enjoy fellowship,
laughter, and great company. It was a wonderful opportunity to connect,
celebrate, and strengthen our church community. Thank you to everyone who
joined in the fun—here are some photos capturing the joy of the day!






ByGrace Children’s Home
RUMMAGE SALE DONATION ITEMS LIST
April 5, 2025

ACCEPTABLE ITEMS - Please aill items in good working condition:

Clothing & shoes — must be clean, in good condition, no rips, no tears, no stains
Hats, gloves, scarves, belts — must be in good condition

Toys, games & puzzles - no broken or missing pieces

Household linens: blankets, towels, sheets

Fabric, yarn & art supplies

Paintings, prints & other art

Small appliances: toasters, blenders, coffee makers, etc.—recent models
Jewelry & watches

Vintage & collectible items

Figurines & decorator items

Smaller Fumiture, side tables, coffee tables, chairs and stools

Lamps, flashlights — lamps with shades and no stains

Dishes, Utensils, Pots and Pans, Bakeware — free of chips, cracks, stains
Yard & Garden Tools, Flowerpots

Tools, Power tools, Small Garage items - in good working condition

UNACCEPTABLE ITEMS — Please no items listed below:

Wire hangers

Large appliances: washers, dryers, refrigerator, etc.
Upholstered furniture - No couches, Lazy Boy chairs
Computers, Printers, Computer Components, Outdated Software
Bed pillows & Mattresses

Firearms

Hazardous materials

Home-recorded media

Strollers, Cribs & Car Safety Seats

Blinds & Curtain Rods

0ld Televisions

Propane tanks

Fluorescent tubes

Car stereos

Skis, poles, & ski boots

Tire chains

Sports equipment, golf clubs

Encyclopedias

Furs

Soiled or damaged items



NO UPCOMING MEMORIALS

Hal Sneath’s memorial service is scheduled on
03-08-25 at 1:00 PM.

THOSE WITH HEALTH ISSUES

Darren Adams
Donald Adams
Dennis Baker
Greg Basham
Jeff Basham
Jim Bauer

Bill Beaumont
Barbara Blinn
Nora Boyd
Diana Burdick
Joyce Cairns
Marjorie Cortez
Diana

Eldon Davis
David Dews Jr.
Yvonne Draper
Robert Flandermeyer
Wendy Galde
Cathy Guy
Michele Hare
Julie Harris

Sue Upshaw Heidt
Phil Henry
Jennifer
Wendy Jones

Rusty Jump
Carolyn Kenworthy
Colby Lundmark
LeRoy Mattson
Vivian Mazeski
Carol Menke
Gene Michel
Jessica Morse
Lesley Pillsbury
Nita Pinney
Sherry Rupp
Elizabeth Schulz
Bob Simmons
Marie Slack

Alexis Spence

Bill St. John

Tina

Lynne Vandercook
Darlene Volkmann
Jill & Roger White
Rich Wells

Helen Wikle

Betty Witchey-Ryer
Mandy Woolward

THOSE SERVING IN OUR MILITARY

Scriptures and Sermons

March / April

March 2 - Transfiguration Sunday
Psalm 99 and Luke 9: 28-36
Listen to Jesus

March 5 - Ash Wednesday
Psalm 51: 10-17; Matthew 6: 1-6

March 9 - First Sunday in Lent
Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16; Luke 4: 1-13
Lead Us Not Into Temptation

March 16 - Second Sunday in Lent
Psalm 27; Luke 13:31-35
Deliver Us from Evil

March 23 - Third Sunday in Lent
Psalm 63:1-8; Luke 13: 1-9
Thine is the Kingdom, Power, Glory

March 30 - Fourth Sunday in Lent
Psalm 32; Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
The Power to Forgive

April 6 - Fifth Sunday in Lent
Psalm 126; John 12:1-8
The Glory Forever
April 13 - Palm Sunday
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29; Luke 19:28-40
The Lord Needs You!

April 17 - Maundy Thursday Soup Supper
April 18 - Good Friday — Requiem
April 20 - Easter Sunday
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24;Luke 24:1-12

He is Risen Indeed!

April 27 - Second Sunday of Easter

James Kuntz (Sorani), US Navy on the USS Scranton.
Sgt. David A. Dickens, USAF Jason Morse, Coast
Guard Lt. Commander lan Alloway Culver, Col. David
Trowbridge, M.D. with the Air Force Reserve. Private
Caleb Thorstad, US Marine's Camp Pendleton

Psalm 150; John 20:19-31
Hard to Believe?

Join us each Sunday for
inspiring messages, spirit-filled music, and
thoughtful reflections.




The Fellowship Committee is pleased to announce
that we will be hosting a Spring Fling again this year
on May 31. Donations for silent auction items of new
or gently used items is greatly appreciated. If you
have a relationship with a winery or boutique, we
would love you to reach out to obtain donations of
gift cards, wines or baskets.

We have a subcommittee that meets to plan and exe-
cute this event. If you are creative and want to con-
tribute your talents, please contact Linda Lance at 707
-217-6226 or linda.lance31@gmail.com. We look for-
ward to another successful fundraising event.

FELLOWSHIP HOUR
Love to socialize with people after church service?
Coffee is essential in your life!
Well this is your chance to enjoy coffee and share with others.

We are looking for some coffee makers substitutes to help out on Sundays as needed. This could be once a
month or even once a quarter would be helpful. Ron Dodge will demonstrate/train you how to use our coffee
maker which is easy.

What is involved?

1. Arrive at church around 9:30 am and turn on coffee makers. Brew 3 pots of regular and 1 pot of de-
caf. Bring coffee carafes to the table. After the service create a carafe off hot water for tea drinkers. Set out
condiments, napkins, stirrers, and cups.

Now enjoy the social hour with others.

A Big Thank You goes out to all those that helped set/clean-up and supply food so far this year. Lynn
McCarty, Cindy Goode, Deacon group, Sheldon Erkkila Raven Duchscherer, Patty Sanders, Linda Burille, Ben &
Jill Bryant , Rhonda & Dennis Darrow, Linda Lance, Pastor Cindy, Ron & Sandy Dodge and more who
stepped in the last moment when help was needed.

Please contact Sandy Dodge if you would like to try this FUN volunteer opportunity. dodgesand ahoo.com. 707-318-3096.



) evslional bor [end

Devotion by Ellen Marks for Lent

My favorite Bible verse is Matthew 28:20 which says, “And behold, | am with you
always, to the end of the age.” For me, this is God’s promise that | will never be
alone, never have to do something without his aid and counsel, never have to
wonder if | am loved. | know that at the end of my life, | will be with God forever.

Just remember, God doesn’t work 9 to 5, doesn’t take sick days or snow days,
doesn’t go on vacation—he is available to you 24/7, and will always be with you.

Devotional for Lent 2025

From Carole Michel
From God'’s Little Devotional Book Copyright © 1995 by Honor Books, Inc.

Matthew 7:12 - “In everything do to others as you would have them do to you, for this is

the Law and the Prophets.”

Reporters and city officials gathered at a Chicago railroad station one afternoon in 1953.
The person they were meeting was the 1952 Nobel Peace Prize winner. A few minutes
after the train came to a stop, a giant of a man — six-feet-four — with bushy hair and a large
moustache stepped from the train. Cameras flashed. City officials approached him with

hands outstretched. Various ones began telling him how honored they were to meet him.

The man politely thanked them and then, looking over their heads, he asked if he could be
excused for a moment. He quickly walked through the crowd until he reached the side of
an elderly black woman who was struggling with two large suitcases. He picked up the
bags and with a smile escorted the woman to a bus. After helping her aboard, he wished
her a safe journey. Returning to the greeting party he apologized, “Sorry to have kept you

waiting.”

The man was Dr. Albert Schweitzer, the famous missionary doctor who had spent his life
helping the poor in Africa. In response to Schweitzer’s action, one member of the reception
committee said with great admiration to the reporter standing next to him. “That’s the

first time I ever saw a sermon walking.”



MY LENTEN STORY: (Psalm 23)

EVERY evening of the year, not just during Lent, my short Prayer thanks
God for the Day, even when it’s not “good” Il My story explains why:

In early December 2001 (23 years ago), a home accident in the garage
saw my foot at the ankle snap off my right leg, attached to leg only by
Skin. In early January 2002, due to not exercising broken foot enough,
Blood clots formed, passed through my heart, onto top of lung
openings, creating a Tiple Pulmonary Embolism. Nothing could be done
At the hospital, but take a “wait and see” attitude that no more clots
Would form and travel to heart or lungs, and the 3 clots on my lungs
Would dissolve. | could have died that night.

The next morning | woke up, finding 4 doctors, including hospital
director, standing at foot of my bed, grins so wide across all their faces !
| wanted to shout at them, “YOU did not save my life, GOD did” !! But |
Kept my big mouth shut as | still needed them toc treat me into healing

| knew | was kept alive to accomplish something that would save lives
And make a difference to people. | found | was able to help with my
Mother’s life and my daughter’s life. | am presently seeking and won-
Dering “who is next”. THUS, each day for me is a GIFT from GOD. My
Simple prayer of thanks continues. Barbara Nelson

Lamentations 3: v 22-27

“Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his com-
Passions never fail. They are new every morning; great is your faith-
Fulness. | say to myself, “The Lord is my portion; therefore | will wait
For him”. The Lord is good to those whose hope is in him, to the one
Who seeks him; it Is good to wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord.”

Twenty years ago | was required to memorize the Serenity Prayer

God grant me the serenity to accept the things | cannot change,
courage to change the things | can,
and wisdom to know the difference.

These words have meant a way to live and everyday | begin with that thought,

-Lan Barger



PCOR: An Earth Care Congregation
with the Spirit of Easter



BUILDINGS & GROUNDS

Below are the daughters of Diane and Randy Pierce:
Kimberly, Kelly, and Lesley. They donated this bench
and a yellow rose tree in memory of their parents.

The painting of the walls on the Hahman Drive
side is completed. They look marvelous now!

If you or someone you know is being abused (and they are under 18 years
old), call: 707-565-4304.

If you suspect Elder Abuse, call the hotline:
707-565-5940.

Your report can be anonymous, the call is
CONFIDENTIAL.

You might be saving a life or connecting the family to resources they need.
BLESS YOU!




SESSION MEETING FEBRUARY, 2025

In the Clerk’s Reports to Session, it was noted that the cumulative membership of the church

through February, 2025, counting new members less deaths to date, is a net negative 1

member (Total: 207). Hal Sneath’s memorial service is scheduled on 03-08-25 at 1:00 PM.
Action Items:

David & Cecelia Coar, and Al Ludwick were accepted as new members. 13 members were disen-
rolled from membership, either by request or no response to inquiries.

Committee Highlights:
Building & Grounds: Our carpets have been given a good deep cleaning, and a replacement
washer/dryer combo has been purchased for Rosebud Preschool. Suggestions are requested
for what to plant in our community garden.
Christian Education: Lenten Bible Study on Holy Week will start 03-12-25 at 7:00 PM on Zoom.
Parent’s Night Out on 02-21-25 hosted 34 children! Summer children’s program 07-08 — 07-10-
25 from 5:30 - 7:30 PM.

Church & World: 19 now potential for Kenya trip in June. Rummage sale April 5 8:00 AM -3:00
PM to provide funds for By Grace Children’s Home in Nairobi, Kenya. Donations from congrega-
tion may begin now.

Fellowship: Spring Fling planning has begun. Looking for fashion show sponsor, with “The Safari”
theme.

Finance: Through January, net ordinary income was $1,976 vs. budgeted (S361).

Membership: Pizza With the Pastor a great success.

Personnel: Office Administrator’s office being moved next to Pastor Cindy’s office. Teddy
Neyman will not start as Director of Youth Ministry until June 1.

Worship & the Arts: Some submissions received from congregation for Lenten devotions.

Next meeting: 03-25-25






PCOR MEN’S GROUP

Volunteers are NEEDED!

Mark your calendar for March 15th and April We need more Breakfast Angels to keep our break-
R R R R R e ] fastclub going every day of the school year! Please
connection. plan to give of your time one day of the week from
6:30am to 8:30am with cleanup after either on a
SURCUHCCVRUCINIY SRR -CIU DR EUEY  weekly basis or as a substitute when needed. Mon-

!IC.IOL!S breakfast, an.d ev.eryone is welcome to days and Wednesdays are most in need.
join in the preparation, indulgence, and clean-

(T1s 3 | TR T R TS TRV T I L i Call the church office and speak to Raven for more
thrive, and bonds grow stronger. information: 707-542-4272.

Embrace this opportunity to create new friend-
ships and enrich existing ones. In the heart-
warming embrace of our group, you'll find a
community that uplifts and inspires.

Join us on this journey of camaraderie and
friendship. We can't wait to share laughter and
memories with you. See you there!




UPCOMING LENTEN SEASON EVENTS

e Lenten Bible study begins on March 12thand
runs for 5 Wednesday evenings at 7pm on Zoom.

e Maundy Thursday Soup Supper & Worship is
April 17th at 5:30pm.

e The Good Friday Concert is at 7:00pm in our
sanctuary on April 18th.

Join us for a glorious Easter Sunday at 10am on
April 20th.



CHURCH OF THE ROSES WOULD LIKE TO THANK THESE BUSINESSES
FOR MAKING OUR NEWSLETTER POSSIBLE

Book Release October 2024

Grandma’'s Garden Friends

Author, Judith Rivers-Moore
llustrator, Emily Wycoff

64 Pages and 6 Stories about

the wonderful friends in our gardens.

Ants, ladybugs, spiders
grasshoppers and earthworms.
Some science plus life lessons.

Ages 3-8, Early Reader

Books Available In ...

Soft & Hard Cover, E-book.
Found in Bookstores and Online.
plus: JudithRiversMoore.net.

Free 30 page Education Packet
With Book Purchase.
FDF on Judith's website.

Join us Sundays @ 10am

in the sanctuary or watch the
Livestream on our Facebook

page. Or at

www.churchoftheroses.org

Sundays 7:30 -8 am Listen to
Pastor Cindy's Sermons on
KSRO 103.5 FM. [

it Afawnannckesnouc omSshowwyipre sy terian - burc b of-
the-roses/




